
  

VILLAGE OF GLENCOE 
SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE 

 
Draft Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021– 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
Chairperson Gallagher called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. 
The following Task Force members were physically present:  
Barney Gallagher, Chair 
Peter Mulvaney, Vice Chair (7:27 p.m.) 
Lisa Brooks 
Sandy Culver 
Helyn Latham 
Linda Lin 
Larry Reilly 
Laurie Tuchman 
Jennifer Varela 
 
The following Task Force members were remotely present:  
Joshua Markus 
 
The following Task Force members were not present: 
Catherin Procopi (excused) 
Hall Healy (excused) 
 
Also present were: 
Tina Hostert 
Megan Olson  
Rachel Overby 

 
2. CONSIDERATION OF THE MAY 25, 2021 STF MEETING MINUTES  

Upon a motion made by Ms. Culver seconded by Mr. Reilly and unanimously adopted by 
all those present, the meeting minutes for May 25, 2021 were approved.  

 
3. INTRODUCTION OF SUSTAINABILITY INTERN  

Ms. Olson introduced the sustainability intern, Ms. Rachel Overby, and some of the projects 
the intern will be doing, such as the annual social media calendar. Ms. Overby will be with 
the Village throughout the summer. 

 
4. EVENT PARTICIPATION DISCUSSION 

a. Village Parade Entry-July 4  
Chairperson Gallagher asked for participants to ride bicycles in the parade for the 
Village Fourth of July Parade, which will take place at 1 p.m. on Sunday, July 4. Several 



 

members and their families were willing to partake. Ms. Latham, Chairperson Gallagher 
and two family members are available. 
b. Friends of the Green Bay Trail Day-July 31  
Chairperson Gallagher asked for volunteers to staff a booth at the Friends of the Green 
Bay Trail Day on July 31. The task force members have been asked to monitor the event 
recycling and garbage carts to explain what materials should be recycled and what 
should be put in the trash. The shift is on Saturday from 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Mr. Reilly, Ms. 
Tuchman, Ms. Latham and Chairperson Gallagher volunteered.  
c. Farmers Market  
Chairperson Gallagher discussed the success of the previous Glencoe Farmer’s Market 
table and future initiative promotion for the month of July. The task force chose to 
attend the July 8 and July 22 Farmer’s Market. Chairperson Gallagher suggested 
promoting the no idling campaign and the campaign for alternatives to gas-powered 
leaf blowers. Ms. Lin suggested orange bags to promote the Simple Recycling Textile 
Recycling Program. Ms. Hostert, Ms. Culver and Ms. Tuchman volunteered for the 22 of 
July, while Chairperson Gallagher, Ms. Lin and Ms. Latham volunteered to staff the 
table on July 8.   

 
5. FALL LIBRARY WEBINAR PROGRAM PLANNING 

Chairperson Gallagher discussed library webinar planning for the months of September, 
October and November. Ms. Latham discussed inviting the Julia Watkins, the author of 
Living Simply to speak at a fall Library webinar. Chairperson Gallagher suggested 
organizing a series of speakers to tie idling and electronic vehicles to air quality and 
biodiversity. Trustee Mulvaney, Mr. Reilly, Ms. Hostert and Mr. Hall agreed to work on this 
program. Ms. Lin reminded the group that the deadline for submitting programs to the 
Glencoe Public Library is July 15 in order to put the program into the library newsletter.  
 

6. SUMMER/FALL BLOG PLANNING  
Ms. Olson started the discussion on blog planning for the fall and summer months. She 
suggested a couple of topics, including textile recycling, the idling free campaign, active 
transportation for school children, composting, and gas-powered leaf-blowers. Ms. Lin 
suggested using the student Ms. Procopi’s sustainability video to create a blog post. The 
promotion of the blog was also discussed, and the Village promotes the blog through social 
media and on the Village E-news. Ms. Olson also asked task force members to “like” and to 
“share” Village Sustainability Task Force posts to bring them more visibility. She also 
suggested that members share blog posts and other programs with links on their Nextdoor 
accounts.  

The following blog topics were finalized: 

• July: Most Im-PECK-able-Bird/Mr. Healy, Textile Recycling/Ms. Varela 
• September: Leaf-blowers/Ms. Culver 
• November: Composting/Ms. Lin 
• December: STF accomplishments/Chairperson Gallagher 



 

 

7. CAR IDLING PROPOSAL 
Chairperson Gallagher presented the proposed Idle Free resolution, which was read aloud by 
Ms. Varela. A few small edits were made, including the encouragement of active 
transportation when feasible, and the resolution is not enforceable. According to the 
resolution, the no-idling guidelines are as follows: “The Village of Glencoe encourages 
residents, guests, visitors, Village employees and other individuals within the Village limits to 
not exceed a three-minute idling time in their gasoline or diesel-powered motor vehicles.” The 
exceptions to idling guidelines for welding and farming were also deemed unnecessary by the 
group. A motion was made by Trustee Mulvaney to recommend that the Village Board that 
adopt this resolution, with edits, was seconded by Ms. Culver. The motion was accepted by 
all those present. 

 

8. GAS POWERED LEAF BLOWER DISCUSSION 
Ms. Latham updated the group on efforts to encourage alternatives to gas-powered leaf-
blowers in the surrounding communities, including the letter sent by the Village of Winnetka 
asking its licensed landscapers to pledge to follow the current Winnetka leaf-blower 
ordinance.  Ms. Olson described some of the efforts taken by the Village of Glencoe this 
summer to enforce its own leaf-blower ordinances, including a concerted effort by the Public 
Works Department and Public Safety Departments to educate landscapers. There was much 
agreement around the creation of a “Leave the Leaves” campaign to educate residents about 
the benefits of mulching leaves for their own properties. The Green Lawns working group 
was asked by Chairperson Gallagher to take the feedback provided by the larger group and 
figure out the next steps. The group continued their discussion of the benefits and 
disadvantages of electric/battery powered leaf blowers and what steps the group could take 
to discourage the use of gas-powered leaf blowers, including a sunset date.  

9. WORKING GROUP ASSIGNMENTS  
Chairperson Gallagher announced the new working group assignments. 

10. SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES (AS NEEDED)  
A. Carbon Reduction: Mr. Reilly discussed a Village hybrid police car that attended a 

neighborhood block party. Mr. Reilly also revisited the idea of putting a webpage 
together for reference documents.  

B. Recycling and Waste Reduction: No significant updates, although the recent recycling 
events have been well-received by the community. Ms. Olson mentioned that around 
650 people attended the Household Hazardous Waste Collection event on June 12. 

11. GLENCOE COMMUNITY BOARD AND COMMITTEE UPDATES (AS NEEDED) 
A. Village: Ms. Olson let the group know that her last day in the office is on Thursday, 
July 8 and that she would be working remotely as needed during the summer months. 



 

B.  Library: Ms. Lin stated that the library is fully open and there is curbside available. 
Several library renovations are also complete. 

 

12. OTHER BUSINESS  
Chairperson Gallagher discussed a possible project that Mr. Healy wanted to pursue. A 
former Village employee contacted Mr. Healy about the purple martin houses at the Village 
Water Plant and wanted to bring some visibility to the project. The group expressed interest 
in the idea and Chairperson Gallagher wanted to wait for Mr. Healy to fill in the details of 
the project before going forward.  

13. PUBLIC COMMENT TIME  
Ms. Hostert asked about the rules of the task force about getting more volunteers. 
Chairperson Gallagher said that the group started as volunteers who showed an interest, and 
Vice Chair Mulvaney said that the GSTF was completely open to new members. She also 
asked if there was a campaign for more members, and Chairperson Gallagher said that there 
was a call for volunteers put into the Village Enews a few months ago. 

 
14. CLOSING FAREWELL AND ADJOURN  

Then there being no further business to come before the Sustainability Task Force, 
Chairperson Gallagher made a motion to adjourn seconded by Ms. Lin and unanimously 
adopted by all those present, and the meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.  


